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lNTHKf>T.|AiA^c. 

Please amend Claims 1 4 s 51 a in 

1, :>j^ o, 9, 10 and 13-15 ft*; <!hn«7n u^i^ 

«.bjcc. U,e«rf, ^ , J!,^ " "'"""tonn.em <rf,k. 

listings, of 

1. (C'^'^tly Amended) A side airbag system comprisuig: 

a side airbag unit, which deploys an a,Vh->« • 
occupant sitting on a vehicle seat; ' " ' "^"^ ^th respect to an 

a postm. detector, which ^etennines a posture of said occupant; 
a v^^t detector, which measures a weight of said occupam; and 
a deployment controller, which controls the deployment of s^d v K» k 
posture and weight of said occupant^vfeggie ^^^'^^ ^'^bas based on said 

Ibe pogtUTft <TP trrmr include^ . p|^.^.:>.. „f 

segt^ g^§fi!a-tl«8Posed n.. p o^.^ t^^^,^ ^^^^^^ 

^ Pasture defmor tnonitn, (imofagnajoiam^ th. nh . 

-ga ^rofile of thiy p^^t^p, 

said deployment controller allows the 1^ 
value. ""isW detector exo<»ds.,ta«>toM 

3. Canceled , 




Sitting nn a vchiclf^ fi#.at> 



ith resp cf^t 
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a posture detector, which detenpinfte ^ noatnre nf ^ ^id occup ant; 
a weight detecton which measures a wf.i ght of said nccuDflnt: and 
a deployment controller, which contmis the dcplnvmant nf said airbag based on said 
posture and yfeight of said occupant; 

said side airbag unit Ls provided on one siri.. of a seat hack of said vehicle seat, artd 
said posture detector includes: 

a p^^ity of first censors, which are p laced on said seat h ack and are hne d m> at regular 
interyai along the up-and-down d irection with respect to said seat back, g nd 

a second sensor, vi^ch i.s placed on t he one side nf said seat hack, whereto 
said posture detector categorizes said posture of said occupant into one of multiple 
posture categories based on the detection result of said first sensors and second sensor, and said 
posture detector outputs a posture information, which indicates said posture category, to said 
deployment controller. 

said weight detector categorizes said weigjit of said occupant into one of multiple weight 
categories, and said weight detector outputs a weight information, which indicates said weight 
category, to said deployment controll», and 

said deployment controller controls Ihe deployment of said airbag based on said posture 
information and said weight information. 

5. (Currently Amended) A side airbag system """"-''fni: f rt nlttim ? comprising: 

a ^idg airbag unit which deploys an airi i ag in a sidewwi direction with respect to 
an occu pant sitting on a vehicle seat: 

a posture det ector, which determines a posture of said occup ant; 
a weight detector, which measures a weight of said occupant: and 
a deplpymcnt controller, which conlrols the d e ployment of said airbag based on said 
posture a nd weight of said occupant, wherein 

said side aitfaag imit is provided on one sid e of a seat Kick of .said vehicle seat, anri 
said posture detector includes: 

a plurality of first sensors, which are placed o n said seat back and are lined up at regular 
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interval along the up-and-down direction with Tespect to said seat back, and 

a second sensor, which is placed on the one side of said seat back, wherein 

said posture detector categorizes said posture of said occupant into one of three types of 

posture categories of "VACANT", "LEANING", and "NORMAL", and said posture detector 

outputs a posture information, which indicates said posture category, to said deployment 

controller, 

said weight detector categorizes said weight of said occupant into one of four types of 
weight categories of "EMPTY", "LOW", "HIGH", and "FAULT", and said weight detector 
outputs a weight information^ which indicates said weight category, to said deployment 
controller, and 

said deployment controller controls the deployment of said airbag based on said posture 
information and said weight information. 

6. (Original) A side airbag system according to claim 5, wherein 

said deployment controller forbids the deployment of said airbag if said weight category 
is "EMPTY" and said posture category is "VACANT". 

7. (Original) A side airbag system according to claim 5, wherein 

said deployment controller determines \^ether or not to allow the deployment of said airbag 
based on said posture information when said weight category is 'TAULT". 

8, (Currently Amended) A side airbag system according to claim [[3]] 4, wherein 

said deployment controller allows the deployment of said airbag izrespective of the 
posture of said occupant, when said weight measured by said weight detector exceeds a threshold 
value. 

9, (Currently Amended) A side airbag system according to claim [[3]] 5, wherein 

the output from said posture detector is categorized, and th e deployment controller 
control unit controls the airbag based on the category of the ou^ut of the posture detector. 

4 
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li. Canceled 



12. Canceled 



Sasaellsj controls the airing based on th... eefifcet^ait^ggljjjg, 

based on the category of the output of the posture detector. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A side airbae swftv„ j- 

^ system accordmg to cJaim 14 wherein 
the ou^ut fit,™ said weight detector is categorized and tx ' 
SaaSaUa controls the airbag based on the . «««^^dSfilaa 

ag based on the category of the output of the weight detector. 

16. Canceled 
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